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Festival Information
Welcome to the seventh North Shropshire Big Weekend. Thank you 
for joining us for a foot-tapping, boogaloo-busting weekend of music, 
dance and cuisine. Here’s just a few points of information to help you 
have a safe and fun-filled event. 

Crossing the road
Please take great care at all times when crossing the road in 
Welshampton. It is a main road and although there is a 30mph limit, 
vehicles often travel much faster.

Night time revels
The village of Welshampton always gives the Big Weekend visitors 
a very warm welcome so please help keep our villagers happy by 
keeping noise to a minimum after 11pm.

Food and drink
The Cajun Food Co. will be serving up a Cajun menu throughout the 
weekend (see timetable for times). The Sun Inn in the village also 
serves food from 11am and offers a 10 per cent discount to weekend 
ticket holders. The box office/coffee kiosk will be open for tea, coffee, 
snacks and ice creams from 8am. 

Cash machine and shops
Unfortunately there is no cash machine in the village. The nearest is 
in Ellesmere which is about three miles away. Ellesmere is also the 
nearest place for shopping where there are supermarkets and town 
centre traders who would welcome your custom. 

Transport
Merekarz is a private hire company based in Ellesmere. You can 
contact them on 07429 955884  or 07472 833222 or email them at 
merekarzellesmere@gmail.com.

The 449 Arriva Midlands bus service goes from Welshampton to 
Ellesmere at 8am 5.12pm and 6.25pm. It returns at 5.02pm and 
6.02pm. 
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Security and lost property
Our security team are a friendly bunch who adopt a low profile. 
They are here to make sure things stay safe and secure for everyone 
involved. Please help by looking after one another and keeping any 
valuables out of sight and locked away. Lost property should be 
handed to a steward – you’ll spot them in their bright yellow T-shirts. 

First Aid
There will always be first aiders around the site – just ask a steward. 
There is a first aid kit in the coffee kiosk/box office. In an emergency 
never hesitate to dial 999 from a mobile phone telling the operator 
you are in Welshampton, near the parish hall. 

Festival Tent
Our festival tent is available to all weekend ticket holders for relaxing, 
jamming and workshops. It will be the venue for our late night 
acoustic jam sessions. Please be aware these must end at 2am.

Drinking Water
Drinking water supplies are available at the parish hall. Water in the 
washing area on the campsite is not suitable for drinking. 

Rubbish
We try to avoid waste at the festival so please recycle your rubbish in 
the marked bins on the campsite and at the parish hall. Even better, 
you can always take your rubbish home with you and recycle it there. 

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend.
The Big Weekend Team
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Time Table
Friday (Doors open from 7pm)
(Cajun Food Co serving food from 6:30 til 10:00)
8:00 – 9:30 Joe Le Taxi Main Hall

9:30 – 10:00 Barcelo Bros Back Porch Stage

10:00 – 12:00 Courtney Granger Cajun Band Main Hall

12:00 – 2:00 Camp Fire & Jam Festival Tent

Saturday
(Cajun Food Co serving food from 12:00 til 10:00)

10:30 – 12:30 Beer And Breakfast Jam With  
Cheryl & Ian McIlroy The Sun Inn

11:00 – 12:00 Zydeco Dance Workshop (Beginners)  
With Carol Wilson  Main Hall

12:30 – 2:00 Pon’ Bro Back Porch Stage

2:00 – 4:00 Courtney Granger Country Band Main Hall

4:30 – 5:30 Zydeco Accordion Workshop  
With Corey Ledet Festival Tent

4:30 – 6:00 The Boat Band Back Porch Stage

Evening (Doors open from 7pm)
8:00 – 9:30 Joli Blon Main Hall

9:30 – 10:00 Barcello Bros Back Porch Stage

10:00 – 12:00 Corey Ledet Zydeco Band Main Hall

12:00 – 2:00 Camp Fire & Jam Festival Tent

Sunday 
(Cajun Food Co serving food from 12:00 til 8:30)
10:30 – 12:30 Beer & Breakfast Jam With Pon Bro The Sun Inn

11:00 – 12:00 Cajun Dance Workshop (Beginners)  
With Carol Wilson  Main Hall

12:30 – 2:00 Lil Jim Back Porch Stage

2:00 – 4:00 Rip Roaring Success Main Hall

3:00 – 4:00 Cajun Fiddle Workshop With  
Courtney Granger Festival Tent

4:00 – 5:30 Barcello Bros Back Porch Stage

5:30 – 7:00 Out Of The Swamp Main Hall

7:30 – 9:00 Corey / Courtney End Of Festival Party Main Hall

9:30 – 11:30  Lil Jim & Friends Sun Inn
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Corey Ledet

Corey Ledet was born and raised in Houston, Texas, but spent his summers with 
family in small-town Parks, Louisiana. The Creole culture has its roots in Louisiana, 
but spread across the country, including neighboring Texas. Because of this, he 
was able to be immersed at all times in the Creole culture he loved so much. The 
summers in the family home molded and shaped Corey’s world in a profound way.

He learned everything he could so that he could incorporate the culture in all 
areas of his life – the traditions, the food, and most importantly, the music.

His love for the Creole/Zydeco music was instant and hard for him to ignore. 
He studied the originators of the music such as Clifton Chenier, John Delafose, 
and Boozoo Chavis. He branched out to include studying any (and all) artists of 
Zydeco. At the early age of 10, he picked up shows playing drums for Houston-
based band Wilbert Thibodeaux and the Zydeco Rascals and slowly learned the 
main instrument of the music – the accordion. He came to truly love any type 
of accordion – the single-note, triple-note and piano key accordions – and any 
others. He worked at building his skills until he knew each one fluently.

By the time he graduated from high school, he was certain that music was the 
focal point of his future. Corey eventually moved to Louisiana in order to be 
surrounded by this beautiful culture at all times. He remains true to his roots and 
earnestly searches for ways to include them in his music. He keeps one foot firmly 
in the tradition while exploring surrounding influences in order to create the best 
of both worlds. He is able to infuse old and new styles of Zydeco into his own 
unique sound from all of the people he studied and was influenced by.
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